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SPIES, BALLOONS, AGENTS, CAMERAS AND SABOTAGE, INC— >111 


Does the CIA 

By Frank Bellamy 

(lM.it oj thrjc artlclei) 

nor it .too important to be left fa 
the urneraU, it thonte be clear that is* 
ieUige:ice it too I'nportant to lx left *«- 

■vpev'isqA." 

— Hanson Baldwin, K.Y. Time*. 
Jan. 15 1956. 

S PYING HAS BECOME a major In- 
dustry of American government. Ac-, 
raiding to Harper'* magnate* (April. 
1958) no fewer than nine MptriU cloak- 
and-dagger outfit* are at work, carrying 
out clandestine Intrigue on a worldwide 
basis and spending each year In tbe 
neighbo’-hood ol $750,000,000 at the tax- 
payers' money. 

"Though exact figtwes are secret. es- 
timates suggest that between 30.000 to 
30.000 lull-time Intelligence apeclaUeta 
currently are on government payrolls," 
saio Horn' Howe Ransom, author at Ctos- 
tral Intellt genee and National Seewttr, 
11 . the Christian Science Mmttw (Dee. 
i, 1058). "The cost probably approaches 
$750,000,000 annually.*' 

The mo't lushly financed, of course, ts 
the Central Intelligence Agency, The 
other eight, which bare to get along on 
lessor amounts, are the Intelligent* 
blanches of the National Security. Agen- 
cy. .State Dept., Atomto Energy Commis- 
sion, UJ3. Information Agency, FBI. 
Army. Navy and Air Force. 

NO CONTROLS) The CIA. now housed 
m 30 or mors scattered b sliding* In 
Washtncton. Is erecting an enormous 
V55.000 000 edifice for Tse’f across the riv- 
er in Virginia. When cot il-red It will bs 
tin wniTU's biggest .i-.v cf-iiyr, accommo- 
drt.i.g ' -Tt; than I UH*o CIA employes. 

estimates place CIA's total domes- 
tic payroll at MX 70 and it* budget near 
' iOi 1 700.000 a jear. 

afni it was tUahiuhed in 1947 under 
Rrc.diin.t r. uman'* administration, this 



p.oics.ional mrtnrcovt.' army was grant- 
—i Viv bw a u.*gree oi min. unity from ac- 
•uur.tubilltv tor Hind*. personnel and ac- 
avuir, probably never exceeded by any 
other Federal agency in Agpertcaa bUtary. 

• It U the only major agency not sub- 
J.*c, to Cony regional committee sontrol. 

• Nobody except the President and a 


dominate U.S. foreign policy? 


few other persons, Including ten or 13 

select Congressmen who are tolsfSd coca 
a year at budget time. know how mush 
the secret legion spends. All funds far 
CIA are disguised and ocncealed in ap- 
propriation* for other atone Ra. 

• Tlit funds themsetvas are hot sub- 
ject to audit. Top gumtooe Allen Welsh 
Dalles cam write s tl,00t#M ehsak with- 
out expla trunk the expenditure to amyopc. 
lie is tbs only man in Washtogton. in- 
ctadlag the President, with saeh power. 

• Tbs CIA is exempts* by law from 
the CMl Berrto* rsqtoramanU Imposed 


ing too paper some months beck of a 
free-for-all tn s downtown restaurant 
between CIA sad FBI men. Each group, 
tbs paper reported, had mistaken the 
other for Communist agents*' <N.Y. 
Thus. March Id, ItU). 

On tbs expensive side, there was the 
tiros as reported by columnist Westbrook 
Pegtar — that “agent* of the CIA hand- 
ed over fiOAOQ^N to unmarked ten- 
doOak bills to *bs secret service of ths 
COEUMWist gover nm ent of Poland tn the 
belief that they w ere dealing with some 
'sndssii mud' organisation which was 



on most government agencies; It cm hire 
and fire at will. 

SACRED COWi This Is too much power 
and super-secrecy for Sen. Mike Mans- 
Held (D-Mont.). Four tunes he lias spon- 
sored bills to create a Joint Uenate- House 
watchdog committee to scrutinize CIA. 
Despite editorial beexing from such In- 
fluential papers as The N.Y. Times and 
Wall Street Joanud. Mansfield lost each 
time. Most *t his colleagues tn Congreea 
still look on CIA s* a sacred cow. 

Why Is the CIA so inordinately Jealous 
of Its power and prerogative*, so anxious 
to maintain itself beyond ths reach of 
ths lawmakers? On* reason, the record 
sums to indicate, is to cover up bungles 
— some ludicrous, most of them expen- 
sive — which would open it to ridicule. 

On ths ludicrous side, “there are such 
stories as ths news account to A Wash- 


oppos.ug that gover'.nvrt." 

Pegier, by the way., thinks the CIA is 
“no good and ought to be wiped out." 

‘PLAIN LOCIY'i Then there ar« intelli- 
gence failures for which CIA would ra- 
ther not be held accountable. The most 
publicized fumble wu Its f lai -footednees 
on the eruption of r*\ oiutlon* In Lebanon 
and Iran. Both took place without ad- 
vance forecasts from our v**t espionage 
network. "They didn't know what was 
goipg on.' Sen, Wayne Morse iD-Or* * 
angrily charged. "Our intelligence Is tu.st 
plain lousy." 

The N.Y. Times' military expert Han- 
son Baldwin said (Jan. 15, 1956' : “The 
lateillgenca record of the nstloa and the 
CIA In particular Is spotty. Thera have 
been notabla successes but also notable 
failures . A great many other Inci- 
dents also suggest that all Is not well 
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with our intelligence establishment*. ' 

Ajaor* aigntflcam motive for secrecy 
than concealing bungles and rumbles .» ■ 
CIA’s desire to keep its beg of "dirty 
tricks" from the eyes of the public. It 
MsUzm that millions would disapprove* ' 
; If many of Its devious dealings came to 

• light. Pretsate would surely follow expo- 
sure of the extent to which CIA adven- 
turism has shaped US. diplomacy and. 

In policy toward some nations, replaced 
it altogether. 

roue? MAKES* Charles Edmundson. 
who spent eight years in the UJ3. Foreign 
“ Service before resigning two years ago 
over fiecy. Dulles’ policies, accused the 
CIA in February’* rregresaive magazine . 
. of being ”*n activist group which steps in 
boldly to dictate foreign policy to areas 
: not covered by decisions of Congraaa. the 
Stats Dept., or th* White House.” Ed- 
' mundson went on: 

“It executes its projects without con- 
’ earn over the reaction of >he public. The 
Incidents it provokes are never acknowl- 
edged. yet can be decisive in shaping— 
or misshaping — public opinion and for- 1 
eign policy. ... 

"The most fundamental of all civil lib- 
erties is the right of the allien te snake 
op his mind on pub Us issues without hav- 
lag the facts concealed or distorted by 
. Ida government. The record shew* that 
the CIA. in cooperation with the State 
Dent- systematically contravenes this 
principle. A few examples of what is 
happening creep obscurely into some of : 
the better newspapers, but nowhere, save 
. in a tew- liberal publications, art Ameri- 
cans warned of the potential consequence 
of the lar-thmg operations or the secrecy- 
ridden CIA.” 

liaison 'between the Stain Dept, and 
! CIA Is close. Dour are headen ov a Dulles. 
Both employ aoouc tire same number of 
people < ltj.000 for the State i>ot. vs. in 

• stunated 11.000 for 1 ;:e cl A ■ If the 
CIA’s iiOO.OOO.OGO budget estimate U cor- 
• -ct, ;t ls more 'hull ' 1 u-- m much »# 
ilia otate Beut. ..pends a .’ : -H3 diplo- 
matic outposts around the -A.<rid. 

In any case, the secret decisions of th# 
Brother* Dulles «ffeet the fate of the 
vend. When ill -directed, ll.cv make ene- 
mies abroad end cause •■'real damage at 
home. 

Hanson Baldwin summed . up well 
Nf.Y. Times, dan. 15. I <5fli : 

Uncontrolled .veret tr.elllier.ee *«er.- 
are in a position to dominate policy 
’.aking, and hence mivemment. Their 
. -ry secrecy give* them power: 'her# are 
few t> accept or reject their Undines. 

. An over-powenui secret intelligence 
sency » dangerous, no. » cn® to the 
f irmuiation tf ouna n my. nit to the 
"lability of democratic i ■ I. u- iris." 
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